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burra-sahibs and  mem-sahibs as they lived  in
Bengal in Georgian times were presented to the
Calcutta Art Gallery by Dr. Abanindra Nath.
Tagore, CI.E,   They were found in the possession
of a native artist  of Calcutta,  one  of whose
ancestors, Gulab Lai, was employed at the Mogul
Court about the year 1719, in the reign of Muham-
mad Shah.   Though lacMng the wonderful finesse
of the best Mogul miniaturists they are of con-
siderable artistic merit and give very amusing
glimpses into the Anglo-Indian life of the period.
They were probably executed by one of the
same family who was working at Murshidabad
in the employ of the Nawab Nazim of Bengal,
about 1782.   The living representative of this
artist family, when I discovered him, had been
obliged,  from want of encouragement  for his
art, to give up the profession of a miniatiire
painter,   and to  look  for  more  remunerative
employment in drawing patterns for a European
firm  which  imported  Manchester  piece-goods.
He has now an appointment as teacher in the
Calcutta School of Art.
The condition of most other descendants of
the great artists of the Mogul Courts is an equally
painful commentary on the decadence of fine
art in India* There are still a few at Delhi and
Agra who find employment at photographic
establishments, or in painting the well-known
miniatures on iyory which are bought by tourists